Editors Introduction

The 18" Annual West Coast Conference on Formal Linguistics was held at
the University of Arizona in Tucson, AZ on April 9-11, 1999. The papers
collected in this volume represent 48 of the 58 main session papers
presented at the conference. The editors would like to take this opportunity
to acknowledge the individuals and organizations which made the
conference a success and which made these proceedings possible.

Although this was the 18" Annual WCCFL, this is the first time that
the proceedings are being published by Cascadilla Press. We would like to
thank Michael Bernstein and Cascadilla Press for publishing the
proceedings, for his technical help, and for making this change of
publishers logistically possible. We would also like to extend many hearty
thanks to Terry Langendoen, who provided technical support, spiritual
advice, and the operating space used in the editing process. In very concrete
ways he made the final product possible.

For helping to make the conference a success we thank the staff of the
Linguistics Department at the University of Arizona: Gwen Weber, Jennie
Bradley, Rosemary Emery, and Traci Najar. The conference received
financial and organizational support from Dean Holly Smith and the
College of Social and Behavioral Science; Tom Bever and the Department
of Linguistics, Merrill Garrett and the Cognitive Science Program; John
Olsen and the Department of Anthropology; the National Science
Foundation (for award #9817854, granted to Andrew Barss and Michael
Hammond). We would also like to thank Liz Holaday, Jessica Maye, Janet
Nicol, Diane Ohalla, Sachiko Ohno, and Tania Zamuner; the international
cast of abstract reviewers, the University of Arizona student volunteers; the
staff at the University of Arizona's Student Union; the Plaza Hotel and
Peppertree Inn; Gentle Ben's Brewing Company; everybody who
participated in the conference; and our fellow members on the WCCFL
organizing committee: Andrew Barss, Mike Hammond, Eloise Jelinek, Bob
Kennedy, Terry Langendoen, Sarah Longstaff, and Nicole Theobald.

Finally, we thank al of the individuals who presented papers in the
main session or the poster session, and the invited speakers who presented
in the special panel sessions.
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